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Abstract: Logistics plays a crucial role in the context of the food system. It facilitates the flow of
products between countries and regions, establishes links between different actors in the chain
and provides new opportunities to operate the system. The transition towards a more
sustainable food system is, thus, highly dependent on logistics development, as well as better
integration and planning of existing logistics approaches. The handling and transport of food, on
the other hand, poses challenges for standard logistics systems due to health and safety
requirements as well as the perishable nature of foods. In this seminar, I will provide an overview
of important logistics considerations in the context of the food system before presenting a
recently accepted research article on integrated logistics planning for perishable products.

Bio: Sonja Rohmer is an Assistant Professor at the department of Logistics and Operations
Management at HEC Montreal and remains a visiting assistant professor at the Operations, Planning,
Accounting and Control Group (OPAC) at the Eindhoven University of Technology. She completed her
PhD in Operations Research and Logistics in 2019 at the Wageningen University, in the Netherlands,
and holds an MSc degree with specialization in Computer Aided Decision Support from Polytech
Tours, in France. Focusing on real-world applications of Operations Research approaches, her
research interests are in the modelling and analysis of more sustainable supply chains, transportation
systems as well as innovative logistics concepts. In this context, she focuses, in particular, on
problems related to the future provision of food and the logistical challenges in an urbanizing world.
This includes the study of last mile logistics and metropolitan solutions for food and perishables as
well as the potential of new technology and innovative supply chain concepts within the context of
food and agriculture.
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