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Abstract: The U.S. residential construction sector is a significant constituent of the U.S. economy 
accounting for roughly five percent of annual Gross Domestic Product (GDP) directly and an 
estimated 25 percent of GDP indirectly.  Over the past decade, the U.S. residential construction 
sector has endured challenging times.  From 2000 to 2006 the U.S. economy flourished, 
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stimulating a frenzy of growth in new residential housing. 

However, contrary to this economic boom, the years from 2007 to 2009 saw the U.S. economy 
undergo a profound recession that deeply impacted not only the U.S. residential construction 
sector, but also the world economy.  This instability in economic success is fundamentally 
reshaping the U.S. economy and has driven contraction in the U.S. residential construction sector 
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and with it in the U.S. wood products industry.  The presentation will look at the current status and 
opportunities of the U.S housing and wood products industries.


