Workshop on Transportation and Logistics in the Forest Sector
Université de Montréal, November 4-5

Officially launched in February 2010, the NSERC Strategic Research Network on Value Chain
Optimization (VCO) is in direct response to the Federal Budget 2008, in which NSERC was allocated
new funds to support collaborative research that directly contributes to the knowledge and
innovation needs of Canada’s forest industry. In its quest for increased competitiveness of the
Canadian forest products industry, FPInnovations has identified VCO as a key part of its

Transformative Technologies program.

The VCO network is organizing a series of workshops on various subjects related to its mission in an
attempt to obtain inputs from specialists and better define key drivers of forest value chain
optimization in Canada. One specific area selected to be the focus of these workshops is
transportation and logistics in the forest sector. The objective of this workshop is to help establish the
priorities for the Canadian forestry sector. The analysis should be performed while having in mind the

current industry structure, but also, by foreseeing the structure of tomorrow’s industry.

The workshop on transportation and logistics will take place November 4-5 at the Université de
Montréal. It will start at 10am on Thursday November 4 and will finish at 2pm on Friday November 5.
The first day will feature talks on ongoing research and future topics. In particular, the emphasis will
be given to topics illustrating the collaboration between industry, FPInnovations and academia. Each
talk should discuss not only the current and ongoing achievements, but also the perspectives for
future research. The second day will be dedicated to roundtable discussions emphasizing the

research priorities in transportation and logistics within the VCO network.
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